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22 RSS—What?

This experience can save your life.

4 FlyTo Live, Live To Fly 26 One In a Million
What's your attitude towards flying —and “There I was. .. “and I lived to tell you about it”

surviving?
10 Limits, Basics, Parameters, and
Simplicity
Do you know your limitations?
18 Flirting WithDisaster: Mis- 8 TAC Tips
Comn.]umcatlon . 12,21,27 Quarterly Safety Awards
A “failure to communicate” can have i st e
13 Aircrew of Distinction

.f a?al s 14 Down to Earth
20 Living In The Past 16 InThe Center
Taking a moment to notice where we've been 24 Weapons Words

can be beneficial in getting us where we're going. 98 Fleagle Salutes

TACSP 127-1

TAC Attack is not directive in nature. Recommendations are intended to comply with existing directives. Opinions expressed are
those of the authors and not necessarily the positions of TAC or USAF. Mishap information does not identify the persons, places or
units involved and may not be construed as ineriminating under Article 31 of the UCMJ. Photos and artwork are representative and
not necessarily of the people or equipment involved.

Contributions are encouraged, as are comments and criticism. We reserve the right to edit all manuseripts for readability and
good taste. Write the Editor, TAC Attack, HQ TAC/SEP, Langley AF B, VA 23665-5563; or call AUTOVON 574-3658.

Distribution F(X) is controlled by TAC/SEP through the PDO, based on a ratio of 1 copy per 10 persons assigned. DOD units
other than USAF have no fixed ratio; requests will be considered individually.

Subscriptions for readers outside DOD are available from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office,
Washington, D.C. 20402. All correspondence on subscription service should be directed to the Superintendent, not to TAC/SEP.
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TAC Attack (ISSN 0494-0380) is pub-

lished monthly by HQ TAC/SEP, Lang-

ley AFB, VA. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to TAC Attack,
TAC/SEP, Langley AFB, VA
23665-5563. Second-class postage paid
at Hampton, Virginia, and additional
mailing offices.

4

Lt Col Scott Wales
ANG/AFRES Advisor
TAC Office of Safety

Survival! The word implies a
desperate battle against over-
whelming odds and a threat to your
very existence. History is full of
extraordinary feats that tell us
much about this basic human imper-
ative: Peary’s march to the North
Pole, Hilary’s conquest of Mt.
Everest, and the experiences of our
American prisoners of war come to

mind as examples of man's will to
survive and prevail over the worst
treatment by his fellowman or the
elements. All of these men suc-
ceeded because they had a will to
survive and a plan to make it hap-
pen. They survived because of skill,
training and prudence. Each one
avoided unnecessary risk whenever
possible.
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have fatally injured children.

The CPSC recommends that parents place all garage
door activators out of the reach of children, lock up
remote control units, and test the automatic reverse
mechanism to be sure it will operate properly if the door
hits an obstruction.

Caring
MSgt Gary R. Reniker

442 TFW/SEW
Richards-Gebaur AFB, MO

f you knew a member of your family was doing

something that would get him or her killed,
wouldn't you try to stop them? Last year more than
200 members of the Air Force family were killed in
accidents. In many of those mishaps, somebody knew
of the unsafe practice, but no one said or did anything
to prevent it.

Lack of caring kills. And it will go on killing as long

Da.llg erﬂus g ame as airmen and leaders don't care enough to take action

against violations of established procedures and dis-
hildren play a dangerous game when they activatea regard for safe practices.

garage door opener and then try to race under the To witness an unsafe act and fail to take actionisa
door before it closes. According to the Consumer violation of the special trust and responsibility every
Product Safety Commission (CPSC), in a recent five- airman shares for the welfare of fellow airmen. As
year period 31 children younger than 12 have died play- ~ members of the Air Force family, we are our brothers’
ing with garage doors. Even doors with automatic keepers.
reverse mechanisms have failed to operate correctly and Getting away with taking shortcuts or ignoring

established procedures is a deadly trap. Every time
airmen disregard a procedure and nothing happens,
they are more likely to do it again, and it's just a mat-
ter of time before they pay the price in full. Leaders
must show —not once, but every time a hazard shows
itself —that they will not tolerate a violation of a
procedure or safety practice.

Your actions to get the job done directly affect the
airmen below you. To ignore a situation that you
clearly see as potentially dangerous disregards the
responsibility placed on you as an Air Force member.

Safety depends on caring leaders. You either care
enough to take action or you let it slide. It’s your
responsibility because your people will do whatever
you decide.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

ere’s a comment on “Getting Out: Have a
Plan”(TAC Attack, Sept 87). Excellent article.
Some 23 years and 4000 flying hours ago when start-
ing in this business, I also did one of the very smartest
things of my career: I did enough skydiving to prove
to myself that:
a. parachutes really work
b. landing via parachute is survivable and honorable
c. if/when I get in a situation rapidly approaching

the edge of the ejection envelope, there isn't the

slightest hesitation in my actions. T \

I've been a “hero” and brought many sick/battle- | = T i e
damaged birds back, and every time I knew that if I haalapr “n"“m"m,’m" ,(
saw any of the “get-out-now” warning signs, that I'm | Il ‘M| u_v.”‘-l!-—""'"""»f:nuu

gone instantly, without that last-second hesitation 57 )
about doing something new for the first time. I'd (] ' £]
already done everything earlier on my terms. All my y =
energies, every time, were concentrated totally on the —
aircraft and the situation.

James V. Mardis (Lt Col, USAF, Ret.)
Beavercreek, Ohio
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THRU JUL
FY 88

Total

THRU JUL

THRU JUL

CLASS A MISHAPS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
* IN THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS
» OUT OF ENVELOPE EJECTIONS

+ (SUCCESSFUL/UNSUCCESSFUL) T AC’S TOP 5 thru JUL I988
12th AF

9th AF

1st AF

33 TFW
507 TAIRCW
354 TFW

318 FIS
325 TIW

474 TFW
388 TFW
37 TFW

AFR

ANG

482 TFW
924 TFG
906 TFG
507 TFG
917 TFEW

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

(CUMULATIVE RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

USAFTAWC
USAFTFWC

110 TASG
138 TFG
177 FIG
114 TFG
155 TRG

Crres] 00 ] 00 | 00 [ 00 [ 09 |22 2527 [29 (a1 | | |
(res] 00 [106] 77 [ 59 ] 05| 79 |67 ] 58] 77 69 ] |

(Free] 43 | 29 | 24 | 22 ] 25 (32 a1 |31 ] 36 [33] |
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